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www.etconventioni.com

he 47-acre urban revitalization project known as
Adriaen’s Landing is evidence that Hartford is a
cury steeped in both history and the funure, Named
for Dutch manner Adraen Blods, who in 1614
became the first European explorer in the Con-

necticut River valley region, the propect 1s the
cornerstone of a five=year, mulofaccted stare and city coonemic

development plan. The anchor of this rapidly
L:|l.."l-"l:.'!l.:-]_.:-i.h.E area is the 54{],{[”]'—5-_].—5:. Connecticut
Convention Center, which offers a 140,000-5g.-

tr. main exhibit hall, a 40,000-5g.-ft. ballroom, 19
meeting rooms and many high-tech features such as
Webcasting and cyber-cafes. Anached 1o the Cen-
ter is the AAA Four Diamond, 409-room Marriott
Hartford Downtown, which offers an additional
13,500 sq. fr. of meeting space. Also nearby are the
393-rpom Hilton Hartford, 350-room Ramada
Plaza and 215-room Holiday Inn.

Hartford s entertainment resources are diverse
enough to please most any meeting attendee. Con-
necticut Whale and UCOMNN athletics events are
complemented by major cultural ateractions such
as the Mark Twain House & Museum, Harmee
Beecher Stowe Center and The Bushnell Center for
' the Performing Arts. Groups can explore the West

a  End, one of Hartfords most archirecturally signifi-

cant neiwhborhoods, and Elzabeth Park, home to

the oldest municipally operated rose garden in the nation. Front
Sereet 15 an up-and-coming area featuning the recently opened
B00-sear Spothight Theater, which wall offer special-event rooms
and a 75-scat restaurant. This fall, Capital Grille, a new upscale
steakthouse, is expected to open on Front Street, along with the
H00-seat Infinity Music Hall and Bistro. Ted's Montana Grill
will also be opening in the firse quarter of 2014,
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Sioux Falls, SID-based XRX, Inc.
publishes Kawirters Magozine and
books on knitting and crocheting,

The company alse stages STITCHES
Events, including STITCHES East,
which will take place Nov, 710 ar the
Connecticut Convention Center. XEX
has partnered with the Center for five
years for STITCHES East, a consumer
show that is expected to draw about
6,000 artendees this year.

Partnering With the

Connecticut Convention Center

Ve awere tn Baltimare [for STITCHES Eastf for a while, and when twe weni
Emi‘ingﬂ.l‘fﬁr & naeo penne, Hhe Connectiowd Convention Cender actfed ke a'.El..‘_]'
wanied our furiness and confinue fo acd f1fe @ pood parfwer with ws { ke the
big ballyoom (40,000 1g. fi.] at the top lewel, and the Uenter bas a lot of breakeut
rooms [14)], which & neressary since we bave so many educational sesitons. And
15 commected fo the Hariford Marriett Dewntown, o 165 a really nice imftmalte
experiene; when we go there we will take over the entive ronvention cender
and batel We have a wery good relationslip awirh the Marrioit, and we tend iv
partner with ronvention renters that bave esther @ Renatisance or @ Marricti
wext o fhem.

Advantages of Hartford

Hariford 15 extremely acceistble, almost smarck-dak betareen Borten and New
Yor£, They're a friemdly fittle city. The Chamber of Commerre ety £he ooy fmew
we're comang, and some of the restaurants will offér a discount o people wearing
a STITCHES badge. They alic have a wonderful bus that iours the eity as well
as hydrogen-powered [zero emission ] busses.

CVE Marketing Assistance

The Hartford VB bar been wonderful to work with. A rouple years ago they had
eur Knitter's Magazine edivor in éo feach one of the morning shows boww to kuit,
and s they belp ns promete. They're very much a partner in letting people knew
we're here and getting the word oud. Thetr toctal media crew 15 wery adepi.
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