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CONTACTS:
Jenny Smith, 860.325.0154, jenny@acuitypr.com
Kristen Horn, khorn@ctfirst.org
Sue Glasspiegel, FIRST® Regional Director, 860.651.9994, sglasspiegel@usfirst.org
Local Teens To Demonstrate Engineering Know-How

in “Rebound RumbleSM” March 29-31 
During Northeast Utilities FIRST® Connecticut Regional Competition

Event:
FIRST® Robotics Competition: Northeast Utilities FIRST Connecticut Regional

What:

More than 60 area high schools will bring students, teachers, mentors, sponsors and family members to participate in the FIRST® Robotics Competition (FRC®)’s Northeast Utilities FIRST Connecticut Regional to be held March 29-31 at the Connecticut Convention Center. During this high-tech sporting event, teams compete for honors and recognition that reward design excellence, sportsmanship, teamwork, and more. 
The 2012 game “Rebound Rumble” is played between two Alliances of three robots each. Each Alliance competing in a two minute and 15-second match, tries to score as many basketballs as possible in four hoops at different heights. Balls scored in higher hoops are worth more points. Team Alliances are awarded bonus points if their robots are balanced on bridges at the end of the match.
FIRST (For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology) is a not-for-profit organization, founded by inventor Dean Kamen, dedicated to inspire an appreciation of science and technology in young people. The FIRST Robotics Competition is a program that challenges high school students – working with professional Mentors – to design and build a robot to contend in competitions that measure the effectiveness of each robot, the power of collaboration and the determination of students. 

When:
March 29 (load-in and practice day), 30 and 31
Times:

Thursday, March 29, 8:30 a.m. – 4:40 p.m. Load-in and Practice Day
Friday, March 20, 8:30 a.m. – 6:30 p.m. Competition Day 1 - Qualification Matches
Saturday, March 31, 8:45 a.m. -– 5:30 p.m. Competition Day 2 - Qualification and Elimination Matches

Where:


Connecticut Convention Center, 100 Columbus Boulevard, Hartford, CT 06103
Details:
Admission is free. More information: ctfirst.org and www.usfirst.org
more

About Connecticut FIRST®
As part of FIRST®, an international organization founded by inventor Dean Kamen in 1989, Connecticut FIRST® inspires young people ages 6-18 across Connecticut to be science and technology leaders through mentor-based programs supported by the state’s leading corporations, that build science, engineering and technology skills, inspire innovation, and foster self-confidence, communication, and leadership.

Young people in Connecticut FIRST® programs master science and technology concepts through robotics, while gaining valuable career and life skills that carry them to higher education and to science, technology, engineering and math professions.

Students can join at any level based on their grade. Involvement and intensity increases as students progress through the various programs.

For more information or to get involved as a team, sponsor or mentor, contact Susan Glasspiegel, FIRST® Regional Director, sglasspiegel@usfirst.org, 860.651.9994.
About FIRST® 

Accomplished inventor Dean Kamen founded FIRST® (For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology) in 1989 to inspire an appreciation of science and technology in young people. Based in Manchester, N.H., FIRST designs accessible, innovative programs to build self-confidence, knowledge, and life skills while motivating young people to pursue opportunities in science, technology, and engineering.
With support from three out of every five Fortune 500 companies and more than $14 million in college scholarships, the not-for-profit organization hosts the FIRST® Robotics Competition (FRC®) and FIRST® Tech Challenge (FTC®) for high-school students, FIRST® LEGO® League (FLL®) for 9 to 14-year-olds, (9 to 16-year-olds outside the U.S., Canada, and Mexico) and Junior FIRST® LEGO® League (Jr.FLL®) for 6 to 9-year-olds. Gracious Professionalism™ is a way of doing things that encourages high-quality work, emphasizes the value of others, and respects individuals and the community. To learn more about FIRST, go to www.usfirst.org.
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